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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To obtain a stretchable knitted 
fabric intended for upholstery or automobiles, and imparted with 
good cushionability, sitting feeling, and designability compatible 
with individuals' likings without using any cushioning material 
such as polyurethane foam. 

SOLUTION: This knitted fabric is such one as to be knitted 
through locating rear reeds with polyether-ester-based elastic 
yarns each 50-200% in breaking elongation(DE), 200-6,000 
denier in total fineness and 1 2-60% in dry heat shrinkage at 
1 60° C and front reeds with polyester-based filament yarns 
each 100-3,000 denier in total fineness. This knitted fabric has a 
stress at 10% elongation in the warp or weft direction of I_130 
kgf/5 cm and breaking strength of O50 kgf/5 cm in both the 
warp and weft direction. Alternatively, this knitted fabric is 
produced by knitting through locating the above kind of 
polyether-ester-based elastic yarns and the above kind of 
polyester-based filament yarns on the rear reeds and front 
reeds of a warp knitting machine equipped with two- or more- 
tiered reeds, respectively. The other objective sheet forming 
method using the above knitted fabric comprises fixing the 
above knitted fabric under tension on the four sides of a frame 
followed by subjecting the knitted fabric to heat corresponding 
to a temperature lower than the melting point of the polyether- 
ester-based elastic yarn to effect that setting the knitted fabric. 
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